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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Now comes Larry D. Byrd, the inventor of the above-identified patent application, 
who declares and states: 

1. I have reviewed the Office Action dated January 12, 2006, in the above- 
identified patent application. My understanding is that the application has been rejected 
based on Blair (U.S. Patent No. 3,208,612); Vansickle (U.S. Patent No. 4,194,863); and 
Sutton (U.S. Patent No. 3,829,128). I have reviewed each of these patents in an effort 
to understand the Examiner's rejection of my application. However, after a careful 
review of Blair, Vansickle and Sutton, I respectfully disagree with the Examiner that 
these patents disclose my invention or that my invention would have been obvious from 
these patents. To support my position that my invention is new and not obvious, I make 
the following evidentiary statements. 

2. I am the owner and operator of a farming and ranching operation in the 
area of Presho, South Dakota. I have been involved in this business since 1970. In my 



operations I have used various types of bale handlers since 1975. I consider myself to 
be skilled in the art of bale handlers and am familiar with the types of bale handlers that 
are currently available and that have been available since 1960. 

3. I needed a two bale fork that would get through a narrow gate that the 
tractor would squeeze through. I thought about it for four years and came up with the 
concept of an inline two bale fork for large round bales that weighed up to 3000 lbs. No 
one had one, no one made one - there just wasn't one to be had. I talked to several 
welding shops and the feedback was always the same. "It will not work." I knew it 
would work so I paid a shop to make one to my specifications. It worked ten times 
better than I ever dreamed. I use it for much more than just large round bales. It moves 
old cars, feed bunks, grain feeders, past bundles, panels, etc. I use it as a jack for big 
machinery, and even use it to move our garden shed and much more. I have tested it 
for 10,000 lbs. Please log onto www.balewizard.com for a video demonstration of it in 
action. You will even see some buffalo. 

4. Blair's machine and the Bale Wizard are not even close to being similar. 
There are no parts that would interchange either by themselves or welded together. 
They do not look similar or operate similar. Blair's machine fits onto a ladder that is 
fitted to the front of a tractor. It lifts and hauls small square and round 50 to 100 lb. 
bales as shown in the drawing. The large round baler was not invented until 8 years 
after Blair's application. Mr. Veemeer invented the first one in 1971 . See attachment. 
Byrd's Bale Wizard machine fits on the three point hitch and the rear of the tractor and 
loads two large bales going backwards. It has no moving parts as it is one solid piece. 
The Bale Wizard machine will not load Blair's small bales at all as they fall through the 
wider tines. 

5. Vansickle's machine and the Bale Wizard are completely different. They 
do not look or operate similar. There are no parts that will interchange either before or 
after welded together. Vansickle's is fitted to a loader that is fitted to a tractor. It will 
only lift one bale as the drawing clearly shows and the application mentions "a hay bale" 
over twenty times. It has moving parts and a cylinder. You have to drive up to the bale, 
stop, and clamp the arm on to it from the sides. The Bale Wizard backs under two 
bales on the go. 
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6. Sutton's quick attach is not a machine of any kind. It is a device that is 
pinned to a three point hitch that makes it quicker to attach many different machines. 
We can use it or not use it to attach our Bale Wizard. We do not apply for or want any 
part of his very good invention. Like many others, we like attaching the Bale Wizard to it 
but it is certainly not necessary. 

7. One could put all three - Blair, Vansickle and Sutton quick attach together 
and there would not be the slightest similarity to the Bale Wizard. 

8. Someone is copying the Bale Wizard right now because of its growing 
popularity. I have been to hundreds of machinery dealers, and as to Blair's and 
Vansickle's machine, I can assure you that one would be hard pressed to find even one 
on anyone's lot. Neither were at all successful and did not sell well. Sutton's quick 
attach is very successful and every dealer sells them. We are not applying for any part 
of his. 

9. I would be very happy if you would log on to www. ba le wiza rd . com and get 
a feel for what it does. 

10. I have 70 plus dealers and have made over two hundred Bale Wizards. I 
have spent thousands pursuing this patent and would appreciate your inspection. 

11. I state that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with knowledge that willful false statements are the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of this application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Larry D. Byrd 
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VermeerAnd Lely Form Strategic Alliance for Exclusive US 
Distribution 

Lely USA. Inc. and Vermeer Manufacturing Co. - two long-time, respected names in agricultural 
equipment - have formed a new strategic alliance to market Lely equipment in the US. 

Contact: 

For more information contact me 
Vermeer Ag Marketing Department at 
<*00) 370-3655 

Pella* Iowa, September 5, 2003 - According to a joint statement from both organizations, the alliance will 
be based at and supported through Vermeer's corporate and manufacturing operations in Pella, IA. Lety's 
current US distribution centers in Wilson, NC and Temple. TX will close later this year following the move 



According to Lely officials, the move will enable them id consolidate and streamline their operations and 
allow them to increase their focus on other agricultural equipment areas. Terms of the alliance will be 
effective October 1, 2003. 

The alliance agreement calls for Vermeer personnel to handle marketing, sales, customer service, logistics 
and parts support for Lely Hay & Forage Products (including Spkndimo Mowers, Lotus Tedders and 
Hibiscus Rakes.) Initially, all Lely Hay & Forage Products will be marketed under the Lely brand and 
colors. Lely will continue to manage the nianufacturing, engineering and new product development 
functions for US and other worldwide markets through their offices and production facilities based in The 
Netherlands. 

"This alliance allows us to take advantage of the tremendous resources Vermeer offers through their US 
distribution and servicing network," said Lely USA president Peter Langebeeke. "Providing quality 
products and customer support has always been of paramount importance to Lely. In recent years, this has 
been very challenging for us and has caused us to re-think the way we do things. And, since wc had already 
cultivated a very strong working relationship with Vermeer in years past - Lely has provided modular 
cuttcrbars for Vermeer Gator Mowers since 1989 • we were at a good, comfortable starting point in our 
discussions. 

"Strategically, this move also enables us to sharpen our focus and accelerate development for one of Lcly's 
core products, the Astronaut robotic milking system,* Langebeeke added. With well over 1,800 units m use 
worldwide, Lely is considered the undisputed market leader. The company has been actively developing the 
US marketplace since 2001. 

According to Langebeeke, Lely will also continue to remain active in the turf market Lely Fertilizer 
Broadcast Spreaders will be sold and serviced by Lely USA personnel from the Vermeer offices in Pella, 
1A; Vermeer will handle manufacturing responsibilities. Expected timing for this change is l«e 2003, 
following transfer of equipment und materials. 

This new alliance marks the beginning of a unique and exerting venture," said Vermeer President Mary 
Andringa. "If s a great combination and it offers some tremendous opportunities for both Lely and Vermeer. 



"There are a lot of similarities here. Both of our companies arc family-owned; in fact, both were founded in 
the same year (1948). And, each has a rich tradition of innovation and specialization in the hay and forage 
industry. By combining our strengths, we should easily be able to accelerate product innovation, enhance 
customer support and more effectively control costs," she added. 

The new manuftcturing/markettng alliance is Yermeei's second one in recent years. In December 2001. 
Vermeer and McCormick Tractors announced a similar arrangement, also based out of Pella. 

"There's a lot of synergy, but I think the real winners in this new alliance will be our customers." said 
Langebeeke. "Vermeer is a world-class organization under strong leadership. They have extensive 
manufacturing capabilities, a wealth of experience in agriculture and the resources to make things happen. 
They are state-of-the-art in product and parts support, and, based on what Pvc seen and experienced, they're 



Ag Equipment - Vermeer Manufacturing Co. 



Page 2 of 2 



excellent in customer service." 

Lely was founded by the late Cornells and Arij van dcr Lcly in 1948 and consists of a group of international 
companies that employ more than 1 000 people in the agricultural industry. The Lely brand has a great 
heritage in American agriculture and wrote many early chapters in the history of farm equipment. From the 
invention of the ground-driven wheel rake in the 4QT up to the Astronaut Robotic milking system as the 
most recent breakthrough* Lely stands for innovation. (For additional information, visit www.Iely.com) 

Also formed in 1°4&, Vermeer o*ns original patents on several types of agricultural, environmental and 
underground construction equipment and, most notably , is credited with the invention of The_Bift Round 
Baler in 19 71. Today* the company is a global marketer/operating under several divisions, with its own 
separate distribution channels. The Vermeer Agricultural Division specializes in hay equipment which 
includes large round balers, big square balers* mowers, mower/conditioners, rakes, bale processors, silage 
wrappers, bale splitters, bale movers and hay handling equipment 

m 



Vermeer manufactures a futl tine of haying equipment including large round balers, big square balers, 
mowers, mower/conditioners, rakes, bale processors, silage wrappers, bate sputters, bale movers and 
hay handling equipment; plus a wide assortment of industrial equipment for tree, construction, 
environmental and underground utility service work. 

VERMEER and Vermeer logo are registered trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company. 
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